
Mercer Medical School Columbus Campus Opportunity 

Background 

- Community leaders began conversations with Mercer 7-8 years ago about creating a 

Medical School in Columbus 

- For the last 6 years, Mercer has trained 3rd and 4th year medical school students in 

Columbus (approx. 30 per year) 

- The school has been so successful, talks increased 3 years ago to pursue a full 4 year 

medical school campus in Columbus.  Mercer would then have campuses in Macon, 

Savannah, and Columbus. 

- Mercer is a renowned University with National prominence.  They are specifically well 

regarded in retaining medical school graduates to practice medicine in Georgia.  And a 

majority of their graduates practice in rural communities. 

Required resources 

- Mercer has received favorable encouragement from the state legislature to increase 

their capacity in training physicians and the state will increase the state appropriations 

for operating the schools. 

- Macon and Savannah provided through a public-private partnership the facility needs 

for each campus.  

- Local community leaders have been discussing and researching options for providing a 

facility over the last 3 years. 

- In late Spring, a building was identified that could be used for the Medical School with 

significant renovations.  This building has been acquired by a local entity who intends to 

donate the facility to the Columbus Economic Development Corporation (a 501C3 

entity).  The CEDC will own and renovate the facility and eventually donate to Mercer 

University.  A condition of the donation will be that if the medical school ceases to 

operate, the facility ownership reverts back to the CEDC / community. 

- Renovation costs are estimated to be between $13-14 million vs new construction at a 

cost of $22-25 million. 

Economic Impact to Community 

- Many new construction jobs to renovate facility at an estimated cost of $13-14 million 

in capital investment. 

- Approximately 75 new jobs (faculty / staff). The annual operating budget will be 

approximately $20 million including a state appropriation of $9.2 million. 



- Every new physician that starts a practice in Columbus will generate in excess of $2.5 

million in economic impact 

- The Student population will grow from 30-240 over the first 3-4 years. These medical 

students will live, learn, and play (and spend) in our community. 

Ask of the Columbus Consolidated Government 

- The fundraising steering committee respectfully requests the City to invest $500,000 

over 5 years ($100,000 per year for 5 years). 

- Financial commitments for acquisition / renovation need to be confirmed prior to the 

general Assembly convening in January 2019.  Mercer has assurances that if the 

Columbus Community will provide a facility, the state will provide approximately $9.2 

million toward funding the annual operating budget. 

- All financial commitments have been made conditional on the state providing the 

operating capital. 

Project Timing 

- Secure financial commitments of $14 million for renovation of facility (June-Dec 2018) 

- Secure $9.2 million state appropriation for operating capital (Jan.- May 2019) 

- Facility renovations (June 2019-June 2020) 

- Apply for / achieve accreditation for campus (2019-2020) 

- Open 4 year Medical School (Fall of 2021) 

 

 


