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Agenda Topic Discussion Decision Responsibility 
Call to order • Dr. Wise called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm. None None 
Approval of 

Minutes 
• Dr. Wise asked members to refer to minutes from the last 

meeting of June 27, 2018 for discussion or approval.  No 
questions or discussion. 

Motion to approve 
minutes was made by Dr. 
Chhokar, seconded by Ms. 
Cathright and approved 
by all members present. 

None 

District Health 
Director’s Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Townsend: 
• Now in a new fiscal year since our last board of health 

meeting.  Informed members of new District Program 
Manager, Asanté Hilts, from New York state with a 
doctorate degree in public health.  Started with us on 
8/1/2018 and is unable to attend this meeting as she is 
attending District-State orientation in Atlanta.  She hit the 
ground running, has a lot of knowledge and we are 
excited to have her. 

• Reminded members this is an election year, meaning 
Georgia will have a new Governor.  Governor appoints 
our public health commissioner, so we may have a new 
commissioner coming on board when that time comes. 

• American Public Health Association (APHA) article in left 
pocket of member notebooks reminding members to 

 
Article and Hedgehog 
Express newsletter 
attached and made a part 
of these minutes. 

 
None 

Presiding:  Carlos Wise MD 
Attending Members:  Rajinder Chhokar MD, Yasmin Cathright, Isaiah Hugley, James Lopez DDS, Alexis Thompson (Mayor’s Office) 
Excused Absences:  None 
Others Present:  Beverley Townsend MD, Joanne Strickland, Tori Endres, Kristi Ludy, Pam Kirkland, Peggy Hallmark (Secretary) 
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District Health 

Director’s Report 
Cont’d. 

 

advocate for public health and offering suggestions and 
resources to do so. 

• Hedgehog Express (WCHD employee newsletter) in left 
pocket of member notebooks with great coverage of our 
Employee Wellness Day on June 1, 2018 at the Columbus 
Convention and Trade Center.  Page 3 covers the 
dedication of the Environmental Health Conference Room 
to our late EH colleague, Matthew Dean, as a memorial to 
him and for his family.  Pam Kirkland is the editor for this 
and we thank her for such a good job of putting this 
together.  Then on page 21 is John Ellis, a dynamic young 
man, who is our trainer and he is responsible for putting 
together a lot of this that made our Wellness Day a 
success. 

• Thank you to all members for your support of public 
health. 

QUESTION:  Dr. Lopez – Why is the publication called 
“Hedgehog Express”? 
RESPONSE:  Dr. Townsend – It is our leadership’s concept 
that arose out of Good to Great® principles and Jim Collins’ 
leadership book.  The public health “hedgehog” is to Inform, 
Prevent and Protect.  Names were submitted for the 
newsletter and Hedgehog Express won. 

Financial Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joanne Strickland, District Administrator: 
• Presented final FY18 financial report through June 30, 

2018.  We started last year’s budget with $5,385,561 and 
had 3 revisions, which brought us to $5,760,076, which 
was spent in total.  Lines 6-17 outline the funding 
sources, which show we took in less, however, it was 
made up in the admin claim income so that we are in 
good standing for the end of FY18.  Page 4 shows grants 
with most spent out 100%; those that are not are on a 

The Financial Report is 
attached and made part 
of these minutes. 

None 
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Cont’d. 
 

difference fiscal cycle and those funds will roll to the 
FY19 report. 

• Our annual audit was conducted.  Everything went well 
and there were no findings to remark on.  We are waiting 
on the written report. 

• Page 5 begins our new fiscal year which begins on July 1st 
and reporting through July 31, 2018.  The current FY19 
budget is $5,690,909.  Current expenses are at $391,402; 
and total fee income at $160,368.  Line 19 shows 
prior/admin income at $70, 839 in comparison to zero 
this time last year.  We have started of FY19 on a good 
note. 

Excused Absences Dr. Wise – We have no excused absences to report. None None 

Old Business • The matter of “The Mosquito Authority” flyer that was 
distributed broadly in our community and brought to the 
board’s attention in the June meeting. 

RESPONSE:  Kristi Ludy – “The Mosquito Authority” is a 
mosquito control business that provides service to 
residential areas.  They have a location near Ft. Valley.  The 
mailed flyer came from that business and not from us 
(Public Health - Environmental Health).  We (EH) would not 
mail a flyer like this, advertising to treat in residential areas, 
as Vector Control only treats public areas. 
RESPONSE:  Mr. Hugley – We had our people check out the 
business and they check out okay. 

None None 

New Business 
 
 
 

Dr. Wise: 
• We want to acknowledge Dr. Agarwal’s resignation from 

the board of health.  His seat is appointed by the county 
commission and we anticipate a new nomination from 
the city in the coming days. 

None None 
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Cont’d. 
RESPONSE:  Mr. Hugley – The person will need to submit an 
id, a resume or biography to accompany a request for a city 
council member to nominate at the next council meeting.  
You do not have to be shy about nominating someone. 
Discussion followed regarding council meeting dates that 
would include nominations. 
No further new business. 

Environmental 
Health Report 

 

Kristi Ludy, Deputy District EH Director: 
• Attended the annual GA Environmental Health 

Association (GEHA) conference in Savannah during the 
time of the last board of health meeting.  This conference 
is always a great opportunity to network with other EH 
staff in other counties and districts in GA. 

• Presented report on EH activities for two months, 
covering June and July, which included a ServSafe 
training; an animal to human rabies incident, but both 
tested negative.  We issued our first Tattoo Studio Permit 
to a microblading business, since Gov. Deal signed into 
law that microblading meets the definition of a “tattoo”, 
effective July 1, 2018.  The tattoo studio is called KUR the 
European Spa on Armour Road. 

QUESTION:  Mr. Hugley – What is the reason for the 
unsatisfactory pool inspections? 
RESPONSE:  Kristi Ludy – Most of the pool inspections listed 
in the report are unannounced routine pool inspections.  
Also, some pools are finding difficulty in coming into 
compliance with the revised GA DPH pool rules/regulations 
that went into effect last year.  All pools were given an 
implementation period to come into compliance with the 
revised rules/regulations. 

The Environmental 
Health report is attached 
and made a part of these 
minutes. 

 



Columbus Board of Health – Meeting Minutes 
August 22, 2018 

Page 5 of 5 

Agenda Topic Discussion Decision Responsibility 
Public 

Information 
Report 

Pam Kirkland, Public Relations/Information Coordinator: 
• Presented the Public Relations report covering July and 

part of August, including several back to school event 
coverage and vaccination releases. 

The public information 
report is attached and 
made a part of these 
minutes. 

None 

Nursing Report 
 

Tori Endres, District Nursing & Clinical Director: 
• Announced Columbus Nurse Manager position has been 

posted.  Tori continues as acting Nurse Manager until we 
hire a replacement. 

• Reported ending FY18 with a total of 9,736 initial visits, 
3,210 return visits for a total of 12,946 visits, compared 
to a total of 14, 734 for FY17. 

• Reported for FY19 through July 31st we had 1,156 Initial 
visits and 93 return visits.  Back to school activities and 
community collaborations continue. 

Nursing Report is 
attached and made a part 
of these minutes. 

None 

Adjourned With no other business, the meeting was adjourned by Dr. 
Wise at 1:35 pm.  

None  None 

 
Columbus Board of Health         NEXT BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING TO BE HELD: 
           September 26, 2018   1:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted by: Peggy Hallmark, Secretary    DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION CONFERENCE ROOM 


