
  

 

 

A RESOLUTION 

 

NO._________ 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Teresa Tomlinson has served the citizens of 

Columbus as the City’s first female Mayor and Director of Public 

Safety since 2010; 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Tomlinson was elected in 2010 as the 69th Mayor 

of Columbus with 68% of the vote and re-elected to a second term in 

2014 with 63% of the vote, making her the first Mayor since the 

City’s consolidation in 1971 to win re-election in a contested 

race; 

 

WHEREAS, she has been named to Georgia Trend’s 100 Most 

Influential Georgians six times and holds a National Security 

Secret Clearance with the Department of Defense; 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Tomlinson has led Columbus and its city/county 

government through a time of innovative transformation, reforming 

its budget in the face of declining revenues, improving city 

services, revitalizing blighted and under-utilized neighborhoods, 

reducing crime, increasing inclusive citizen engagement and setting 

a vision for unprecedented vibrancy in the state’s second largest 

city and the nation’s sixteenth largest consolidated government;  

 

WHEREAS, during Mayor Tomlinson’s tenure, Columbus, Georgia 

was named on the 2016 top fifty Best-Run Cities in America, reduced 

crime by 33% from its height in 2009, including a 34% drop in 

property crime and a 17% drop in violent crime; balanced the budget 

for the first time in 16 years using no reserve funds; provided 

city and county services at the remarkably prudent cost of $1,300 

per person; reformed the City’s pension plan saving taxpayers some 

$30 million and increasing funding of the General Government plan 

to over 90%, while preserving the valuable Defined Benefit Plan for 

Employees; increased General Government Employee pay 8.5% and 

Police Officer pay 11.3% over a six-year period; won a Harvard 

University, Kennedy School of Business Bright Ideas Award, for the 

Save-A-Pet Plan which reduced the animal euthanasia rate from 80% 

in 2010 to 20% in 2016 and increased adoption by triple digits; 

instituted Tax Allocation Districts to encourage the revitalization 

of previously blighted areas, including City Village and the 

Liberty District; constructed new biking/walking trails, known as 

the Dragonfly Trails, to create 60 miles of connected trails 

throughout the city, including trails and streetscapes in 

previously blighted areas; returned 2.2 miles of the Chattahoochee 

River to its natural state creating the world’s longest Whitewater 

Course in an urban setting; saw the renaissance of the City’s 

downtown creating a bustling dining/entertainment district, known 

as Uptown, with some 24 restaurants; provided constituents with 

direct access to their mayor through quarterly forums called Let’s 

Talk with the Mayor and social media; and partnered with the 

Chamber of Commerce and other stakeholders to set a multi-year 

vision, known as Columbus 2025, to reduce poverty, increase the 

quality of our workforce and increase prosperity throughout 

Columbus; 

 

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of Mayor Teresa Tomlinson are 

worthy of special recognition by this Council. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA HEREBY 

RESOLVES:  

 

We hereby express our deep appreciation for the diligent and 

faithful service of Teresa Tomlinson as Mayor of Columbus, Georgia. 

Columbus is thankful for her leadership and we wish her every 

success in her future endeavors.  Let a copy of this resolution be 

forwarded to Mayor Teresa Tomlinson. 

 

--------------- 

 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, 

Georgia, held on the 11th day of December, 2018 and adopted by a 

vote of _____ members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen _____  

Councilor Baker _____ 

Councilor Barnes _____ 

Councilor Davis _____ 

Councilor Garrett _____ 

Councilor House _____ 

Councilor Huff  _____ 

Councilor Pugh  _____ 

Councilor Thomas _____ 

Councilor Woodson _____ 

 

 

 

__________________________          ____________________________ 

     LINDSEY GLISSON                 EVELYN TURNER PUGH 

  DEPUTY CLERK OF COUNCIL                  MAYOR PRO TEM   


