
SAVE THE DATE
KEEP FORT BENNING STRONG

Public Meeting with the  
Department of Army Listening Team

 what:
It is our only opportunity to voice our 
opinions regarding budget cuts and 
potential troop loss at Fort Benning.

 why:

February 18, 2015 • 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm when:
Columbus Convention and  
Trade Center Foundry Room

 where:

February 18, 2015
We are working hard to help grow 
Fort Benning and minimize the 
impact of any potential loss of 
troops through budget cuts. But 
we need your help. This is our only 
opportunity to tell the Columbus 
region’s story to the Department 
of Army.



WHAT’S BEEN INVESTED
Over the last decade, significant investments have been made by the Department of Defense to make Fort Benning 
strong. The nearly $3.5 billion invested at the installation in new missions, facilities and infrastructure include 
several that have made Fort Benning a leader in our nation’s defense facilities:
• Almost $3 billion to establish a new Maneuver Center of Excellence          
• A new $500 million Martin Army Hospital  
• Approximately $60 million to renovate on-base housing
 
Equally impressive, the private and public sectors in the Greater Columbus Georgia Region have invested another 
$3.6 billion to meet the on-going needs of Fort Benning outside the fence, including:
• New single and multi-family housing
• New and renovated primary and secondary schools
• Upgraded utilities and expanded regional infrastructure
 

WHAT’S AT STAKE
The Department of Defense has been charged with realigning the nation’s defenses across the globe in light of budget 
cuts. The changes include massive reductions in the number of military personnel, including drastic cuts to the Army. 
These budget cuts require the Department of Army to:
• Eliminate 13,858 military personnel, civilians, and contractors
• Reduce the region’s population by some  27,000 individuals and families
• Impact the region with the loss of $1.3 billion in total wages, retail sales, and tax collections.
 
The nation and our region have invested too much in Fort Benning to see it lose its leadership role in our nation’s 
defense. With new world-class facilities and a history of successful mission growth, we believe Fort Benning is a smart 
choice for new defense opportunities.

 

ABOUT THE FORT BENNING PARTNERSHIP
The Fort Benning Partnership is a public-private, not-for-profit organization focused on growing Fort Benning. Founded 
in 2003, the organization works to achieve this mission by focusing on Fort Benning’s capabilities, capacity and mission 
growth opportunities as well as incorporating joint missions with the other services in  the U.S. military.

Let’s work together to  
keep Fort Benning strong!

KEEP FORT BENNING STRONG

For more information:  www.columbusgachamber.com/military-ft-benning

Public Meeting with the Department of Army Listening Team
February 18, 2015 • 5:00 pm • Columbus Convention and Trade Center


