
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 OF 
 THE ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY BOARD  
 
The ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY BOARD met Monday, July 10, 2017, at 2:00 P.M. at 
the Animal Care & Control Center. 
 
ACAB MEMBERS PRESENT:                ACAB MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:    

     
Carla Anthony  Joy Humphries    Tim Butts            
Drale Short  Dr. Reddic k    Dr. McDermott 
Kristi Ludy Sara Rowe       
Pat Beigler Becky Carter 
 
Guests: 
Kimberly Thomas  - Dog Owner      
Thomas Finley   - Animal Control Office 
                
 CALL TO ORDER 
 
Drale Short called the meeting to order at 2:24 P.M. 
 
Drale Short thanked all the Board members for attending the meeting.  Ms. 
Short introduced the new Board Member Joy Humphries, whom replaced John 
Barwick from PAWS. 
  
Ms. Short explained to the Board the dog classification hearing today comes 
with a video of the dog incident.  The video shows Kimberly Thomas’s dogs 
off her property and attacking the Ms. Kendrick’s dog. She asked the 
members if they would like to view the video in her office. No members 

wanted to view the video.  Sara Rowe asked, did the dog survive the attack. 
 Ms. Short replied no. Ms. Kendrick’s dog is deceased from wounds suffered 
during the attack. Ms. Short referred each member to their packet and to 
called the responding Animal Control Officer Thomas Finley in to speak with 
the Board.    
 
Drale Short asked Officer Finley to tell the Board what incidents 
surrounding the dog attack.  Officer Finley stated he was dispatched out to 
5727 Blue ridge Drive in reference to an ‘animal attacking another animal’. 
Officer Finley arrived at the Kendal Kendrick’s address.  Officer Finley 
did not observe Kimberly Thomas’s dogs off their property.  The dogs had 
already gone back to their property.  The dog owner, Kimberly Thomas 
arrived on the scene a few minutes later after Officer Finely. Officer 
Finley stated, he did not witness the attack and was told by Ms. Kendrick 

that the dog’s had come onto her property and injured her dog.  Drale Short 
asked Officer Finley did he see Ms. Kendrick’s dog.  Officer Findley, 
stated no, the injured dog had already been transported to the veterinarian 
office for treatment.   
 
Sara Rowe asked, did Kimberly Thomas’ dogs appear to be aggressive and did 
he see how they got off their property.  Officer Finley answered, there was 
not an adjoining fence between the properties.  Officer Finley replied,  
the dog owner said the dogs busted through the gate and attacked her dog.  



Sara Rowe asked where there any prior calls to the residence or in the area 

about the dogs.  Drale Short replied, there was nothing on record.  Drale 
Short asked the Board did they have any other questions for Officer Finley, 
no questions were asked.  Officer Finley was excused.  
 
Drale Short explained to the Board the owner of the deceased dog was not 
present but was properly notified of today’s hearing.  Carla Anthony wanted 
to know had the dogs had any other interactions together before this 
incident.  Drale Short stated, no record was found of prior incidents.  Joy 
Humphries inquired about a child that may have been injured.  Drale Short 
stated, she believes a child was knocked down but not bitten or injured.  
Sara Rowe asked, do you think the child could have become an object.  Ms. 
Short stated she was not sure.   
 

Drale Short called Kimberly Thomas in to speak with the Board.  Drale Short 
asked Ms. Thomas to tell the Board what happened on the day of the attack.  

Ms. Thomas stated she left to go shopping and when she arrived back to her 
residence, the neighbor stated her dogs were out.  Ms. Thomas told the Board 
her dog usually never get out or come off her property unless they hear 
gunshots or fireworks.  Ms. Thomas did state, she witnessed neighbors up the 
street screaming and shouting and that could have scared her dogs. Drale 
Short asked Ms. Thomas if she had a privacy fence.  Ms. Thomas stated there 
was a piece of fence missing and believes the dogs could have gotten through 
the fence and off her property. Ms. Thomas stated, she is currently 
repairing the privacy fence.  Ms. Short asked how long before the fence 
would be repaired. Ms. Thomas responded, a repairman is currently working to 
fix the fence. Ms. Thomas present a letter from her veterinarian and two 
neighbors speaking of her dog’s demeanor. The letters stated her dogs not 
bother neighbors and are not aggressive.  
 

Dr. Redick asked if she believes her dogs were agitated or something set me 
off.  Ms. Thomas state usually her dog Milo is not agitated easily but Zoe 
would follow the behavior of Milo.  Carla Anthony asked if the dogs are 
presumed territorial. Ms. Thomas responded not really.  Sara Rowe asked do 
the dogs usually leave the property.  Ms. Thomas replied usually the dogs go 
under the house.  Ms. Thomas told the Board she feels the victim Kendal 
Kendrick was upset because she was treated unfairly with this incident.  Ms. 
Kendrick was threatening a law suit for the Columbus Police Department, 
Columbus Consolidated Government, and Ms. Thomas.  Drale Short asked did the 
Board members have anymore questions, no questions were asked.  Ms. Thomas 
was excused.  
 
Carla Anthony stated she feels the dog attack was an isolated incident.  
Sara Rowe stated, it was odd the dogs would knock the child over to get at 

the dog.  Drale Short asked, Dr. Redick for her professional opinion.  Dr. 
Reddick stated looking at the photos in the packet, the deceased dog had 
pretty nasty bites.  Becky Carter stated, this looks like typical pack wound 
and punctures. Color pictures were passed around to each Board member to 
rely better definition of the wounds.  Dr. Reddick stated her biggest 
concern was Ms. Thomas not showing any remorse for the owner’s deceased dog. 
 She believes Ms. Thomas does not consider the seriousness of the dog’s 
classification.  Drale Short advised the Board, Ms. Thomas has already taken 
steps to keep her dogs by purchasing the “Dangerous Dog Classification Kit”, 
working on her fence, and providing the proper enclosures.  Carla Anthony 



stated leaving this classification ‘dangerous’ would be good. Pat Beigler 

motioned for a vote to leave the classification as dangerous.   
 
The Board voted unanimously to uphold the dangerous classification of Ms. 
Thomas’s two dogs Milo and Zoe. Ms. Thomas was notified and given thirty 
days to comply with the enclosure requirement for both dogs.   
 
The second case heard by the Board was a request for an exception to house a 
‘pet chicken’ on the property located at 743 Winall Drive.  Drale Short 
stated the resident Ms. Wells request an exception to keep a ‘pet chicken’ 
used as therapy for her daughter.  Ms. Wells forwarded a letter to the Board 
stated her daughter was diagnosed with Disruptive Mood Dysregulation. Ms. 
Wells stated having this ‘pet chicken’ keeps her daughter calm.  Drale Short 
stated Ms. Wells does not have enough property acreage to comply with 
Section 5-42 Keeping Fowl. Drale Short also explained to the Board, a proper 

enclosure for the chicken is required to obscure it from wildlife.  Kristi 
Ludy inquired about the American Disability Act (ADA), would come in to play 
because you can’t ask questions referring to service animals.  Sara Rowe 
asked what a proper enclosure was, Ms. Short stated floor, roof, and two 
sides.  Drale Short told the Board, Ms. Wells is trying to acquire the lot 
next door to comply with the acreage amount.   
 
The Board asked if they were in agreement with the exception. The Board 
stated they would come back for discussion once Ms. Wells provides a proper 
enclosure and the additional lot. Drale Short stated she would inform Ms. 
Wells about the requirements.  
 
   
Drale Short adjourned the meeting at 3:21 p. m. 
 

 
 
 
July 10, 2017   
Contreana Pearson, Recording Secretary 
C: Clerk of Council 
ACAB Members 
 
 


