
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

OF  

THE ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY BOARD met Tuesday, March 13, 2018, at 3:00 P.M. at the Animal 

Care & Control Center. 

 

ACAB MEMBERS PRESENT:     ACAB MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 

Carla Anthony  Kristi Ludy    Timothy Matt Butts 

Pat Beigler  Contreana Pearson   Dr. LeFranc 

Becky Carter  Dr. Reddick 

Joy Humphries  Sarah Rowe 

 

Guest Present 

Bobbi Yoe, Director PAWS Humane, Inc. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Contreana Pearson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Contreana Pearson thanked the members for attending. Ms. Pearson began by asking the Board for 

suggestions to elect a new Chairman.  Ms. Joy Humphries nominated Ms. Becky Carter. 

 

Ms. Sara Rowe raised the question as to how many citizens should be on the ACAB Board.  Ms. Rowe 

also raised the concern of having board members affiliated with rescue organizations.  The ordinance 

was brought up concerning this issue.  Ms. Rowe would like the ordinance to stipulate that no member 

of the Animal Control Advisory Board is to be currently affiliated with any rescue organization or Animal 

Care & Control, or have had an affiliation in the past 5 years.  Ms. Kristi expressed that the mentioned 

restrictions will make it difficult to choose board members and that they would run the risk of losing 

good people due to said restrictions.  Ms. Rowe stated the restrictions are necessary to ensure 

objectivity within the board members.  Ms. Carla Anthony asked if the issue of objectivity with respect 

to having members of the board affiliated with rescues and/or animal control has been a problem in the 

past.  Ms. Rowe stated that for the last 15 years board members with an affiliation to Animal Control 

have had an agenda.  Ms. Pat Beigler stated that regardless of any affiliation, there may always be some 

type of bias.  Ms. Pearson suggested taking a vote concerning the issue of changing the language of the 

ordinance to include the suggestion of Ms. Rowe.  It was voted 6 to 1 to keep the language as it was for 

the time being but to address restrictions and stipulations again at a later time. 

 

Ms. Pearson again brought up the subject of electing a chairman of the board and asked Ms. Anthony, 

the current chair, if she would like to continue for the remaining six months of her term as chair.  Ms. 

Anthony declined due to other professional obligations.  Ms. Becky Carter was appointed the new 

Chairman of the Animal Control Advisory Board. 

 

Ms. Carter began by discussing the purpose of the ACAB.  Examples of bylaws from other cities/counties, 

provided by Ms. Pearson, were discussed.  Ms. Carter stated that the purpose of the ACAB is to monitor 

the activities at Animal Care & Control.  Ms. Rowe was adamant that public health should be a priority 

for Animal Care & Control. It was agreed by the Council that the first priority should be public health & 

safety, the second priority should be humane treatment of the animals, and the third priority should be 

responsible animal ownership. 



 

 

 

 

The next topic discussed was the frequency of the ACAB meetings. Several members expressed concern 

about having monthly meetings. Therefore, it was decided that there would be scheduled quarterly 

meetings, the 3rd Tuesday of the month starting on the 15th of May at 3:00 p.m., as well as called 

meetings scheduled as needed. 

 

The next topic discussed was working to establish an ordinance requiring mandatory spaying/neutering 

of every animal adopted from Animal Care & Control and all rescues prior to release to adopter, thus 

eliminating the voucher system.  Ms. Biegler expressed a concern of lack of space for holding an animal 

until surgery. Ms. Humphreys stated that the adopted animal can immediately be taken to Paws 

Humane for surgery.  Ms. Biegler stated that Animal Care and Control was initially only meant to be a 

holding facility and that Paws Humane was to serve as an Adoption Center, but the large intake of 

animals was too much for Paws Humane to handle. Ms. Humphreys mentioned that they now would be 

able to handle the intake. Ms. Humphreys also expressed a desire that Animal Care & Control have 

confidence in Paws Humane’s ability to assist with this issue.  Ms. Pearson expressed a concern about 

the inevitable backlash that would be received from social media if the euthanization rate goes up due 

to said lack of space from housing animals awaiting spay or neuter surgery.   Ms. Pearson also stated 

that offsite adoptions would be affected as many people will not want to wait for their animal to be 

spayed/neuter before the animal is brought home to them.  PAWS is not open on the weekends and 

dogs would come back to Animal Control to be held.  Dr. Reddick asked it if it would be feasible raising 

the adoption fee to $125 to include a $50 refund once animal is spayed/neutered.  A foster program was 

also mentioned as a possible alternative. Ms. Biegler stated that both options would require approval 

from City Council. 

 

Ms. Pearson then informed the Board that there was the potential to hire a veterinarian/manager for 

Animal Care & Control.  Ms. Biegler stated that the final vote to approve the hiring will be towards the 

end of June. 

 

Ms. Carter stated that the topics for the next ACAB meeting will be to discuss mandatory spay/neuter, 

and the creation of the ACAB bylaws. Ms. Carter then opened the floor to questions. No questions were 

asked.  Ms. Carter then asked the board to email, via group email, suggestions for the bylaws so that a 

committee can be created to generate the bylaws. 

 

Ms. Pearson thanked the board for attending. 

 

Meeting concluded at 4:45 P.M. 
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