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PROGRAM SET FOR "THE DREAM LIVES" MLK EVENT - MORRIS DEES, A 
FREEDOM RIDER AND DSOS BAND AMONG PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

 
Mayor's Commission on Unity, Diversity and Prosperity Hosts Celebration of the 

King Legacy 
 
 
On Saturday, January 18, 2014, the Mayor's Commission on Unity, Diversity and 
Prosperity (MCUDP) will host a celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
The celebration will start at the sounding of the city's noon siren system with a Unity 
Processional, where business and civic groups, schools and other organizations will 
descend on the Government Center outdoor Plaza.  There the crowd will hear from 
Morris Dees, a founder of Southern Poverty Law Center and a legendary civil right 
activist, who successfully obtained multi-million dollar civil judgments against the Ku 
Klux Klan, the Aryan Nations and others for directing and encouraging violent and 
murderous acts.  The event will also feature Charles Person, the youngest Freedom 
Rider member of the original 1961 Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).   
 
Among other local speakers will be entertainment from comedian Jimmy Swanigan 
("Swann"), CSU's acapella group Genesis, Pariah Poetry and the DSOS Band.  The 
event is FREE to all.   
 
"We are thrilled to have new partners in this effort: Leaders of Today and Tomorrow 
(LOTT), Young Professionals of the Chamber of Commerce (YPs), and Young Minority 
Leaders of Columbus.  It was important to the Commission that we reach the next 
generation of leaders so we can ensure the celebration of the King legacy continues," 
said Mayor Teresa Tomlinson.   
 
The goal of the event is to renew the spirit of the MLK legacy to meet the challenges of 
today.  The event will allow our community to draw in citizens of all ages, races and 
walks of life.   
 



Organizations, schools, companies and other groups can join in the processional by 
registering on-line at www.thedreamlivescolumbus.com or by calling (706) 225-4658 
(CCG Parks and Recreation).  The event is being promoted on social media networks 
such as Facebook and Twitter (#thedreamlives). 
 
The full program is attached for your convenience.  
 
Contact Information 
Judy Tucker - (706) 225-3163 
Holli Browder - (706) 225-4658 


