
AN ORDINANCE 

                            NO.  

 

An ordinance amending Chapter 3 of the Columbus Code to 
provide for the alcoholic beverage licensing of Bottle Shops; to 
update certain definitions; and for other purposes. 

  

----------------------------------------------- 

 

THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1. 

 Section 3-1 of the Columbus Code-Definitions is hereby 
amended by striking paragraphs (b),(c), and (d)in their entirety 
and replacing them with new paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) to read 
as follows: 

“(b) Liquors: All spirituous liquors or distilled spirits 
commonly known as "whiskey"; any alcoholic beverage 
containing alcohol obtained by distillation, mixed with water 
or other solution, and including brandy, rum, whiskey, gin, 
cordials, or other spirituous liquors by whatever name 
called, to include fortified wines as defined by federal or 
state law which contain more than 24 percent alcohol by 
volume.  

(c)  Wines: All alcoholic beverages containing not more than 
24 percent alcohol by volume made from fruits, berries, or 
grapes, either by natural fermentation or by natural 
fermentation with brandy added, including all sparkling 
wines, champagnes, combinations of the aforesaid beverages, 
vermouths, special natural wines, rectified wines, and like 
products, not including cooking wines, mixed with salt or 
other ingredients so as to render it unfit for human 
consumption as a beverage.  

(d)  Malt beverages: Fermented beverages commonly known as 
"beer" made in whole or in part from malt, or any similar 
fermented beverage defined as a malt beverage by Title 3 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, containing not more 
than 14 percent of alcohol by volume.”  

 

SECTION 2. 

Section 3-1 of the Columbus Code is further amended by adding 
a new definition to that code section to be designated as paragraph 
ll to read as follows:   

”(ll)  Bottle shop means a licensed location holding a license 
which allows specialty wine and/or craft malt beverage sales 
at the same location for consumption on and off the premises.  
On premise sales may include the sale of malt beverages and 
wine by the drink for on-premises consumption, and off 
premises sales may include the sale of malt beverages and/or 
wine by the package or bottle to include sales of malt 
beverages by the growler in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 3-1(hh) above. Bottle shop licenses shall be 
subject to the following conditions: 



(1) At least 80 percent of the gross revenue from a 
bottle shop’s wine and malt beverage sales must be from 
sales for consumption off of the premises. 

(2) Sales of wine and malt beverages for consumption on 
the business premises shall only take place between the 
hours of 11:00 a.m. through 11:00 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. Hours for retail sales for off premise 
consumption on Sunday will be limited to the hours of 
12:30 p.m. and 12:00 midnight. 

(3) The wine and malt beverages offered must have been 
purchased from a licensed wholesaler by the licensee 
permanently located at such premises; except that a bona 
fide non-profit charitable organization may lease such 
premises and obtain a special event alcoholic beverage 
permit that allows such charity to receive alcohol 
donated by a licensed wholesaler.  

(4)  A bottle shop shall provide no adult entertainment 
as described in subsection 3-1 (p) above. Chapter 14, 
articles IV and VI of this Code, and chapter 13 of the 
Unified Development Ordinance.  

(5)  Owners, applicants, managers and employees shall be 
responsible for keeping a clean, orderly place, and no 
patrons shall be allowed to stand, sit, mingle, or 
assemble outside the building in parking lots or 
automobiles while drinking alcoholic beverages or 
causing a disturbance of any kind.  

(6)  Persons under the age of 21 may be permitted on the 
businesses premises at any time; provided that no 
alcohol shall be served to any person under 21 years of 
age during the times when wine and malt beverages are 
being served.  

(7)  The alcoholic beverage license and permit of a 
Bottle Shop shall not be transferable to any other 
license, person, or business. Bottle shop licensees 
shall not be permitted to cater or sell alcoholic 
beverages outside of licensed premises.  

(8)  No cover charges or other fees for admission will 
be charged. 

(9) A bottle shop license may not be issued for a 
location where liquor, either by package or               
by the drink are sold. 

(10) Liquors, gasoline, tobacco products and lottery 
tickets may not be sold at a location              
licensed as a bottle shop. 

(11) No bona fide coin operated amusement machines as 
defined by O.C.G.A. § 50-27-70(b)(2)(A), nor any other 
non-regulated coin operated amusement machine be 
permitted on the premises of a licensed bottle shop. 

 

 

 

 

  

    



SECTION 3. 

 Section 3-11 of the Columbus Code-Revocation is amended by 
striking subparagraph 3-11(a)(6) in its entirety and replacing it 
with a new subparagraph (a)(6)to read as follows: 

 “(6)  Providing false information to influence determination 
of license taxes or compliance with any of the provisions of this 
chapter.” 

 

SECTION 4. 

 

 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, 
Georgia, held on the 23rd day of July, 2019; introduced a second 
time at a regular meeting of said Council held on the ____ day of 
_______________, 2019 and adopted at said meeting by the 
affirmative vote of ____ members of Council. 

 
Councilor Allen voting ___________ 
Councilor Barnes voting ___________ 
Councilor Crabb     voting ___________ 
Councilor Davis voting ___________  
Councilor Garrett voting ___________ 
Councilor House     voting ___________ 
Councilor Huff  voting ___________  
Councilor Pugh  voting ___________ 
Councilor Thomas voting ___________ 
Councilor Woodson voting ___________ 

 
 
 
 
_____________________________    _______________________________ 
       Sandra T. Davis              B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 
       Clerk of Council                 Mayor 


