
Section 10.2.7.   Standards for Zoning Changes. 
A. Rezoning Petitions. 

The Planning Advisory Committee and the City Council shall consider the standards listed 
below in considering any zoning proposal that would result in a change in the boundary of a 
zoning district, giving due weight or priority to those factors that are appropriate to the 
circumstances of each proposal. 

1. Consistency. 
Is the proposed use consistent with the purpose and intent of the zoning district? 

2. Suitability. 
Is the proposed use suitable in view of the zoning and development of adjacent and 
nearby property? 

3. Affect on Existing Uses and Properties. 
Will the proposed use adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or 
nearby property? 

4. Comprehensive Plan. 
Is the proposed use compatible with the purpose and intent of the comprehensive 
plan? 

5. Use of Current Zoning. 
Are their substantial reasons why the property cannot or should not be used as 
currently zoned? 

6. Impact of Proposed Zoning or Use. 
Will the proposed use cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or 
services, including, but not limited to, streets, schools, water or sewer utilities and 
police or fire protection? 

7. New or Changing Conditions. 
Is the proposed use supported by new or changing conditions not anticipated by the 
comprehensive plan or reflected in the existing zoning on the property or surrounding 
properties? 

8. Public and Private Property Rights. 
Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the 
public health, safety, morality or general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of 
property? 

B. Special Exception Uses. 
A special exception use otherwise permitted within a zoning district shall be considered to 
be compatible with other uses permitted in the district, provided that due consideration is 
given to the objective criteria listed below, as applicable to the specific use proposed. 

1. Access. 
Is or will the type of street providing access to the use be adequate to serve the 
proposed special exception use? 

2. Traffic and Pedestrian Safety. 
Is or will access into and out of the property be adequate to provide for traffic and 
pedestrian safety, the anticipated volume of traffic flow, and access by emergency 
vehicles? 

3. Adequacy of Public Facilities. 
Are or will public facilities such as schools, water or sewer utilities and police or fire 
protection be adequate to serve the special exception use? 



4. Protection from Adverse Affects. 
Are or will refuse, service, parking and loading areas on the property be located or 
screened to protect other properties in the area from such adverse effects as noise, 
light, glare or odor? 

5. Hours of Operation. 
Will the hours and manner of operation of the special exception use have no adverse 
effects on other properties in the area? 

6. Compatibility. 
Will the height, size or location of the buildings or other structures on the property be 
compatible with the height, size, character or location of buildings or other structures 
on neighboring properties? 

C. Change in Conditions of Approval. 
Any application that proposes a change in the conditions of approval previously established 
by the City Council through action on a zoning change shall be reviewed in light of the 
standards set forth in this Section for a map amendment or special exception use, as 
appropriate. 

 


